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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Regional Setting  

Municipal Council Jagraon is a class one council in the Ludhiana district. According to 

2001 census the population of the town was 60106. Jagraon is located at almost the 

geographical center of Punjab state, 16 kilometers from the River Satluj. This town is 

situated on Ludhiana- Firozpur railway line.  To 

the West lies District Moga, Raikot lies 13 miles 

to the South and Ludhiana town is 24 miles east.  

(Refer location plan at Fig. no.1). 

The Jagraon Vegetable and Grain Market is the 

second largest Grain Market of Asia after 

Khanna. The town's major industry, besides 

agriculture, is rice husking, with more than 100 

rice shelling facilities. Jagraon hosts the second 

largest animal market in Punjab, the largest being 

Vallah, near Amritsar.                                            

1.1.1 Connectivity 

The town is very well connected with other areas of the state and country through road 

and rail links. It is located at the junction of National Highways No. 95 and 71. Jagraon is 

connected by rail and road to Ludhiana and Ferozepur. The other major links of the town 

are Jagraon ïMoga, Jagraon-Raikot, Jagraon- Sidhwan Bet. 

1.1.2 Constituent Areas & Jurisdiction: 

Jagraon town has an area of 14 square kilometers as per census of 2001, its population is 

60106. 

 

 

JAGRAON 

Fig no.1: Location of Jagraon Town in 

Punjab State 
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1.1.3   Local Planning Area: 

To meet the challenge of rapid growth of Jagraon town and to provide for a workable 

framework for comprehensive planned and regulated development, preparation of 

statutory master plan of Jagraon town is essential. Hence in order to develop  

Jagraon town and its surroundings in an orderly manner there is need to prepare its 

Master plan under ñThe Punjab Regional and Town Planning and Development 1995 

(Amendment) Act-2006ò.  

The Local Planning Area of Jagraon town for the preparation of Master Plan of the town 

was notified vide notification no. 12/1/2008-4HGI/406 dated 15-1-2008 under section 

56(1) of ñThe Punjab Regional and Town Planning and Development Act 1995 

(Amendment), 2006ò (list attached at annexure I).  The total area proposed for Local 

Planning Area is substituted as 21345 hectares which comprises of Jagraon M.C., and 

adjoining 31 villagesò. 

1.2 Physiography and climate:  

1.2.1 Topography of the town: 

The topography of Jagraon town and its surrounding area is a typical representative of an 

alluvial plain.  The town is centrally located in plain region. Jagraon is located between 

30° 44ô to 53° 00ô latitude and 75° 21ô to 75° 37ô longitude. It has an average elevation of 

235.31 meter. 

1.2.2 Climate conditions and seasons and their duration: 

 

The typical climate of the region is very hot in summers and extremely cold in winters. 

The cold season is from about the middle of November to the earlier part of the March. 

The succeeding period upto the June is the hot season. July, August and the first half of 

the September is Monsoon period. Mid September to about the middle of November may 

be termed as the post monsoon or transitional period. 
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1.2.3 Temperature: 

June is generally the hottest month with the mean daily maximum temperature of 44 

degree centigrade and the mean daily minimum at 27.2 degree centigrade. The January is 

the coldest month. The mean daily maximum in the January is 19.5 degree centigrade and 

the mean minimum is 6.4 degree centigrade. (See table no.1) 

 1.2.4 Rain fall: 

About 70% of the annual rainfall is received during period from July to September. The 

rain fall during the period of December to March accounts about 16% of the rainfall. The 

average annual rainfall in the town is 859.4mm. (See table no. 1)  

Table no. 1: Temperature and Rainfall in Jagraon 

Maximum Temperature 44 degree centigrade  

Minimum Temperature 6.4 degree centigrade 

Average Rainfall  859.4 mm 

Source: Census of India, 2001  

1.3 Historical Background 

1.3.1 Brief History of the Town 

 Jagraon is more than three centuries old. The town's original name was Jagar aon, 

meaning a place of great flooding, although this flooding has since ceased. Jagraon word 

actually derives from a source with a suffix -graon being a development of the Sanskrit 

Grama, meaning Village as found in the Hindi word Gaon. Jagraon (Jagrawan - The 

place of the Rais) was founded by Rai Kamaluddin of Raikot in 1688 AD. 

Local tradition goes that jagraon town was founded about 250 years ago by Rai Kalha 

with the blessings of Mohammadam Faquir called óLape Shahô, who took up his abode 

on the site of the present town and prophesized that a big town would grow up Rai Kalha 

invited cultivators, Gujars, Arains and Jats from surrounding area and assigned them land 

according to number of each tribe. 

The town was named after a Rajput Jigra (Council), who looked after the growth of the 

town. About 3 Km north of Jagraon on west of Sidhwan Road is situated a mound of 

some dimensions. It is called Solah and marks the site of an old village. It was here in 

1802 that young Rai óAlianô met his death in the hunting field. Under the Ranis who 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raikot
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Fig no. 2: Gurudwara   

Nanaksar 

succeeded him, Ahmed Gujjar the Thanedar, tried to assert his independence. He was 

expelled with the help of ruler of Patiala in 1806, Maharaja Ranjit Singh deprived the 

Ranis of their possession 

1.3.2 LANDMARKS   

1) Gurudwara Nanaksar Sahib 

Gurudwara Nanaksar Sahib is one of the important places of 

worship for the Sikhs. Gurudwara Nanaksar, a gurdwara built 

as a memorial for of the Saint, Baba Nand Singh. Baba Nand 

Singh founded Gurdwara Nanaksar decades ago.  

Gurudwara Nanaksar Jagraon houses one of the oldest shrines 

of the place. A beautiful pond within the shrine attracts pilgrims from many distant 

places.  Guru Govind Singh fought in a massive war against the Mughals. Guru Govind 

Singh died while fighting the Mughals. A Gurudwara was later constructed at the place 

where he fell and this place came to be known as Gurudwara Nanaksar Jagraon. Sri 

Nanaksar made its sacred beginning nearly a hundred years ago, as a humble hut (Kutia) 

in the thick of a jungle. 

2) Gurdwara Mehdiana Sahib 

Gurdwara Mehdiana Sahib is known for its unique depiction of scenes from Sikh history, 

especially those of atrocities committed on the Sikhs by various Mughal rulers, in the 

form of life-sized status. 

3) The Jain Temple 

Jain Temple in Jagraon is considered as one of the 

most holy places for Jains in the region. The temple 

has a peaceful ambience and lush green gardens and 

attracts thousands of pilgrims from the Jain 

community all over the world, for the annual Diksha 

Mahotsav in the third week of March.  

 

Fig no. 3: Jain Temple 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikhs
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4) Gurudwara Har Gobind Sahib, Kaunke Kalan 

 

Guru ji with 200 soldiers and elephant and horses took rest where now gurudwara Har 

Gobind Sahib exists. Sikh ragi who was hajoori ragi of Barodi king came to know that 

Guruji is visiting this place, he recited kirtan in front of guruji. Guruji was happy and told 

him to ask for wishes. Sikh ragi replied that everything is given by guruji. Guruji again 

asked for 3 wishes but sikh ragi replied that guruji has already given him everything. 

Guruji was very happy on his reply and asked his name, sikh ragi replied that his name is 

Heera. Guruji gave him blessing that this land will give birth diamonds (Heera) some 

concealed and some will erupt and this land will be prosperous and lucky. Guruji before 

leaving this place, planted kikar stem on this area which was uprooted during the 

construction of golden temple. Therefore guru granth sahib was placed on this area. 

However on this area guruji heard kirtan and guruji came here in 1628 and 1684. 

5) Lala Laj Pat Rai house 

Jagraon is also the home of Late Lala Lajpat Rai, a well-

known figure in the Indian Independence movement, who 

greatly influenced patriots and great freedom fighters like 

Shaheed Bhagat Singh. His house is now a municipal 

library.  

 

 

6) Muslim places of worship include the famous 

Khangah and the mausoleum of Mai Jeena, where a 

three-day annual fair, called the Roshni Mela is held in 

the third week of February every year. Before 1947 

there was a large Muslim presence in this area. 

Fig no.4: Lala Laj Pat Rai 

house 

Fig no.5: Roshni Mela 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lala_Lajpat_Rai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhagat_Singh
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7) The old walled town, with its four gates namely 

Subash gate, Moori gate, Philli gate and Committee gate 

is known locally for its Mughal period architecture. Even 

the local market within the walled town is known as 

Anarkali bazaar, after the title of a beauty at Mughal 

Emperor Akbar's court. 

 

Fig. no: 6 Walled Town and 

gates 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mughal
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MAP NO.: I -HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT: JAGRAON MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
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1.3.3 Major Events in Development History of L.P.A. Jagraon 

Table no.2: Major Events in Development History of L.P.A. Jagraon 

Year Event 

Nanaksar Gurudwara in Jagraon 100 years ago 

Jagraon has a class-II Municipal 

Committee  

1866 

Jagraon was reduced to notified 

area committee, but was restored 

to the status of a class II 

1923 

Class ïI Municipal Committee, 

Jagraon came into being 

1936 

Civil hospital in Jagraon  1937 

Anderson Grain market  1941 

Moori Gurudwara in Jagraon 1941 

Historical gates in Jagraon 1947 

Railway line in Jagraon 1947 

Electric grid in Jagraon 1955 

Water supply network in 

Jagraon 

1962 

Sanmati College in Jagraon 1969 

Grain market in Jagraon 1984 

Sewerage network in Jagraon 1986 

Kalyani Hospital  1977 

Cinema in Jagraon 1981 

Ist PUDA Licensed Colony  

(Town Enclave, Jagraon) 

29.9.2006, Area = 4.384 acre 

L.P.A. Jagraon 15.1.2008 (Notification NO. 12/1/2008 4HGI/406) 

under section 56(1) of ñThe Punjab Regional and 

Town Planning and Development Act 1995 

(Amendment),  

            Source: Municipal Council Jagraon, P.S.E.B Jagraon, Integrated Block Development Plan Jagraon 

Block  

 

The historical development of Jagraon town is shown at thematic map no.:1 
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1.4 Legal Framework for Master Plan 

1.4.1 Main provisions of the Act: Master plan of Jagraon is prepared as per the 

provisions of "Punjab Regional and Town Planning and Development (Amendment) Act, 

2006". Main provisions of the law are given as under: 

Section 56 (i) Under Section 56 (i) State Government may declare and publish any 

planning area. 

Section 57: After the declaration of planning area, the State Government has to designate 

the Planning Agency for the Local Planning Area. 

Section 59: The Designated Planning Agency shall not later than 6 months after its 

designation or within such time as the government may from time to time extend prepare 

a present land use map indicating the present use of every piece of land in the planning 

area.  

Section 60: The State Govt. may determine in the prescribed manner the amount which a 

local authority, State Govt. or any other authority functioning in the Planning Area shall 

pay to the Designated Planning Agency as Contribution towards the expenses incurred by 

it.  

Section 70 (i): After the declaration of a Planning area and after the designation of a 

Planning agency for that area, the designated Planning agency shall prepare Master Plan 

and submit to state govt. for its approval. The Master Plan so prepared shall:- 

(a) Indicate broadly the manner in which the land in the area should be used; 

(b) Allocate areas or zones of land for use for different purposes. 

(c) Indicate, define and provide the existing and proposed highways, roads, major 

streets and other lines of communication. 

(cc) Indicate areas covered under heritage site and the manner in which protection, 

preservation and conservation of such site including its regulation and control of 

development, which is either affecting the heritage site or its vicinity, shall be 

carried out. 
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(d) Indicate regulations (hereinafter called "Zoning Regulations") to regulate within 

each zone the location, height, number of storeys and size of buildings and other 

structures open spaces and the use of building, structures and land. 

Section 70 (3): State Government shall direct the Planning Agency to publish the 

Existing Land-use Plan and Master Plan and place its copies for public objections and 

suggestions within 30 days time after publication. State Government shall consider the 

objections / suggestions so received in consultation with the Board Government shall 

direct the Planning Agency to modify the Master Plan or may approve it as such. State 

Government shall finalize the Master Plan and direct the Designated Planning agency to 

publish the intimation to Government within 30 days from the date of its approval. 

Section 75: Operational date of Master Plan shall now be the date of publication. 

 The legal framework of the master plan is illustrated in the form of flow chart 

below. 
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Fig no.7: Stages of Master Plan Preparation 
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1.4.2 Methodology Adopted/Stages For Plan Preparation:  

(A.) DECLARATION OF PLANNING AREA AND DESIGNATION OF  

        PLANNING AGENCY   :  

¶ Notification of Planning Area under section 56(1) 

¶ Designation of Planning Agency by the Board under section 57 

(B.) LAND USE MAP    :  

¶ Preparation of present land use map by Designated planning Agency under 

section 59 (1) 

¶ Time schedule: six months or as may be extended by the state government under 

section 59(1) 

(C.) PREPARATION  AND APPROVAL OF MASTER PLAN:  

¶ Submit plan within one year of declaration of Planning Agency ( or as extended 

by state government ) under section 70(1) 

¶ Publish existing land use plan and master plan as per directions of state govt. 

under section 70 (3) to invite objections within 30 days. 

¶ Modification of Master Plan by Planning Agency if required under section 70(4) 

¶ Publication of the Final Master Plan by Planning Agency within 30 days of             

approval from state government. 

 

(D.) COMING IN TO OPERATION OF MASTER PLAN:  

¶ Master plan shall come in to operation from the date of publication under sub 

section 5 of section 70 referred to. 

(E.) AMENDMENT OF MASTER PLAN:  

¶ Preparation of revised master plan at any time after the Master Plan comes into 

operation and at least  once after every 10 years under section 76 (1) 

¶ Its approval in the same manner as in case of Master Plan under section 76(2) 

(F.) MINOR CHANGES IN MASTER PLAN:  

¶ Minor changes by agency with prior approval of the state govt. in the Master plan 

as  necessitated by topographical and cartographical error provide no such change 

shall be made unless it is in public interest and notified to the public under section 

77 




